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Duke Law School

ñHot Topics In IPò 

Symposium

February 6, 2008

Challenges Facing 
IP Practitioners
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Is the Patent System Under 
Attack?

ü Backlogs at the Major Offices

ü Public Outcry of Poor Quality Patents

ü Backlash Against the IP System 

ü Developing Economies

ü Global Challenges, e.g., 

- Health 

- Climate Change

Pressures on the Patent System
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What is GE?

Commercial Finance

Healthcare

NBC Universal

Industrial
Infrastructure

Consumer Finance
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GE Infrastructure

Underground, on the ground, and in the air, GE 

Infrastructure is keeping the world running 

smoothly and providing imaginative solutions to 

improve lives.

Aviation   Å  Commercial Aviation Services   Å  Energy  

Energy Financial Services   Å  Oil & Gas     

Transportation   Å  Water & Process Technologies
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GE Healthcare

GE Healthcare brings the world medical science 
and technologies that are helping to transform 

healthcare.  We are working with our partners in 
healthcare to help them predict, diagnose, 
inform, and treat disease earlier than ever.

Diagnostic Imaging   Å   Interventional Cardiology & Surgery   Å   Clinical Systems 

Healthcare Information Technologies   Å   Services   Å   Bio-Sciences 
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GE Industrial

GE Industrial helps keep the world working 
through a broad range of products, as well 

as equipment leasing, as well as 
management and operating services.

Consumer & Industrial   Å  Equipment Services   Å  GE Fanuc   Å  Inspection Technologies

Plastics   Å  Security   Å   Sensing   Å  Advanced Materials
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NBC Universal

NBC Universal makes the world think, feel, 
and smile. 

Television Networks   Å   Production & Distribution   Å   Film   Å   Parks & Resorts
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GE Consumer Finance

Under the GE MoneyÊ brand, Consumer 
Finance is a leading

provider of credit services to consumers, retailers, and auto 

dealers in countries around the world.

GE MoneyÊ provides an alternative 

to high street banks, with products 

like credit cards, buy-now-pay-later 

plans, loans, mortgages, re-

mortgages and insurance 
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GE Commercial Finance

GE Commercial Finance offers an array of 
products and services aimed at enabling 

businesses worldwide to grow.

Corporate Financial Services   Å  Healthcare Financial Services  

Capital Solutions  Å  Real Estate
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Challenges at the USPTO

Full Faith & Credit
Must be our Ultimate Goal

ü Increasing Backlog. . . Can they get ahead of 

it?

ü This is a Global Problem (not just USPTO)

- Canôt necessarily hire their way out of it

- Filings may decrease, but likely not permanently

- Decreasing allowance rates compound the problem

ü Possible Solutions

- Huge increase in fees? - Deferred examination?

- Restrict continuations? - Work-Shifting to 

Users?
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Challenges at the USPTO

ü Perception vs. reality. . . What is the REAL issue?

Public Cry of Poor Quality Patents
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